
Letter From the President 

GFNJ Home Stretch 

Fall/ Winter 2018 

Dear Greyhound Friends,  

Summer has flown by; so much so I was pleasantly surprised when Patty Comerford re-
minded me that I was quickly approaching my deadline for the president’s Fall newsletter. 
Oops. So here I am once again looking at my calendar and all that we have accomplished since 
I wrote the Spring letter which seems like such a short time ago. Within that short time, we 
have done A lot! We had another wildly successful Tricky Tray! Thank you, Maria. I was unable 
to be there as I was holding an adoption day at our kennel in south jersey which was able to 
be done on the same day because of the commitment of our volunteers in both locales. With 
Fall festivities quickly approaching we must take a minute to congratulate ourselves for anoth-
er successful season and then forge ahead!  

Our Fall festivities are designed to allow you and your family to enjoy the season! Let’s 
get outside and enjoy the cooler weather. These events carry us all the way up to the holi-
days. Our events span the territory in our name, NJ (although we have branched out slightly 
over the years). We start in south Jersey with one of our staple annual events the Fall Picnic 
that will be happening Sunday September 16th at our Kennel in Tabernacle NJ. Also, on Sep-
tember 22nd (rain date 23rd) we remember Linda Jensen, a friend to racing greyhounds and 
adoptions, by participating in The Linda Jensen Memorial Picnic in Pomfret Connecticut on 
Fred Fulchino’s Greyhound puppy farm. You can come see a working breeding farm and inter-
act with greyhound puppies and juveniles, so cute. Next, we travel to North Jersey for the An-
nual Car Show, Fast Cars for Fast Hounds- Car Cruise, on the 13th of October, and the Annual 
Apple Fest on the 14th, you could make a weekend out of it and enjoy the fall weather! Bring-
ing October to a close we have our Annual Zumbaween which falls between North and South 
Jersey in Edison NJ date TBA. Finally, we have our fall show stopper the 22nd Annual Pet and 
Craft Expo which is our final event before the holiday season engulfs us. The Craft show will 
be held in central NJ, Westfield to be exact on November 10th and 11th. These events are a 
sampling of what we look forward to in the Fall, please view our calendar to see all scheduled 
events through the following portals– our Website (GFNJ.Org), Facebook, Twitter, and Insta-
gram. All of these events are brought to the public by our volunteers’ hard work and commit-
ment. And I thank you, each one of you!! 

Our volunteers and supporters are our greatest assets. And not unlike PBS TV and radio 

we are made possible by people [viewers] and those of you reading this letter, like you. How 

does a group of this size sustain? The longevity of this organization is based on commitment. 

How do we see commitment in this group? We see our volunteers helping with hauls that 

bring in 19 dogs in one day, and the processing they go through to becoming adopted.  
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We see innovation such as the live Facebook feed we had of a haul being processed which 

educates and furthers our cause. We have loyal and kindly supporters who aid us in reaching 

financial goals that then allow us to carry on in our efforts and largely care for dogs who are 

in need of long term medical care such as Sugar Plum a dog who needed extensive care and 

who was taken in by fosters who knew they would be her last stop. We now hold a In Memo-

riam Fundraiser under her name to help other dogs like her. We see new and different ideas 

for fundraisers utilizing the technology, that now rules our world, and tap into that by having 

a tech savvy volunteer that sets up said fundraisers, for example the On the Road Again Spon-

sorship Program where you can sponsor a specific dog for transport via Facebook and our 

website GFNJ.org then see that dogs photo upon arrival. We have the Feed the Pups Program 

that is an online donation-based program that allows you to provide care and food for dogs in 

our award-winning prison program in which inmates are paired with dogs for further growth 

while they are incarcerated. How all of this happens is based on what you’ll hear me implore 

often “Pay it Forward”. Help after you’ve gained your furry friend and completed your family. 

Join us for some events and mingle among others who own greyhounds, there is a strong 

comradery there. Start a conversation, give some time to help others discover the joys of giv-

ing back.  We are a community based in caring.  

One additional note:  

  I feel it important that our adopters be informed about what is going on in the indus-
try.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  As you may know, most of our 
greyhounds are brought to GFNJ from Florida. What you may not know is that this spring a 
Constitutional Committee, that meets every 20 years, has proposed an amendment to the 
Florida constitution to band dog racing. It is called Amendment 13.  Since then a Superior 
court judge has ruled that the amendment is unconstitutional. However, her decision will be 
appealed by the opposition and the state. This matter was to be voted on by Floridian voters 
in November. With this issue at a standstill we are hopeful that Amendment 13 is left off the 
ballot for if it was to pass we could expect an influx of dogs per the exodus and then none. 
Stay tuned for further developments.  

Warmly,  

Linda Lyman 
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Checking Under the Hood – Yearly and Routine Maintenance of Your Greyhound 

Just like cars, air conditioners and people, dogs require regular maintenance. Yearly they should have a Wellness Exam 

to make sure that no new health issues have developed. You as an owner should be regularly checking their teeth, 

nails and ears and taking whatever steps are necessary to keep these in good condition. 

YEARLY WELLNESS EXAM 

A wellness exam’s purpose is not to treat existing symptoms, but to ensure no illnesses are in their early stages to maintain your 

pet’s good health. 

Your dog’s wellness exam consists of 4 principal parts: 

1.  Pre-Examination — When you schedule your dog’s wellness examination, your vet might have special instructions, such as 

bringing in a urine or stool sample, or having your dog fast prior to the visit. She might also discuss with you your dog’s general 

health, eating habits and other behaviors or signs of disease to help her prepare for the examination. 

2.  Your Conversation with the Veterinarian — When you take your dog in for his wellness exam, your vet will have important 

questions for you. For example, she will want to know about your dog’s diet, how much exercise he gets, any unusual behaviors 

(such as excessive thirst or problems breathing), and whether his bowel movements and urination are normal.  

3. The Physical Examination — Your vet will observe your dog’s general appearance, listen to his heart and lungs (called 

“auscultation”) and “palpate” (or feel) specific areas of his body. She will also want to see how he walks, whether he is alert, and 

whether he is overweight or underweight. She will check the condition of his coat and skin to see if either is unusually dry or oily, 

and whether there is the presence of dandruff or signs of excessive hair loss. Your vet will also check your dog ’s eyes, ears and 

mouth. She will want assurance that his eyes show no signs of redness or discharge, as well as whether there are abnormal lumps 

and any signs of cloudiness. She will also look for signs of discharge, thickening or hair loss around his ears, and check to see if his 

mouth and teeth are healthy, paying special attention to any signs of periodontal disease or ulcers around the mouth. Finally, your 

vet might perform routine wellness screening tests, including a CBC, or complete blood count, a biochemistry profile, urinalysis, 

thyroid hormone testing 

4. Your Vet’s Recommendations — Based on her conversation with you, your dog’s medical history and the results of the physical 

examination, your vet will recommend any necessary preventive actions or medical treatments to ensure his or her continuing 

health. She might, for example, recommend changes to their diet, treatment for fleas, ticks or internal parasites and heartworms, 

and any special treatments needed to improve their skin, coat, eyes or teeth.  

Fom South Boston Animal Hospital’s website 

OK – so your vet did their part. Now it’s your turn to provide regular care to these body parts…And don’t 

forget to listen to the About Greys Podcast—Episode 64: Healthy Tips for Your Greyhound’s Toes, Ears & 

Skin (aboutgreys.com) 

EARS 

Every 2 to 4 weeks check your dog’s ears – carefully. Dirt and wax can be removed by swabbing the ears with a cotton ball but 

don't clean further than you can see and never use a Q-tip.  

If your pet is displaying any of the following you should consult a vet: brown, yellow, or bloody discharge; dog has swollen ear; 

odor in the ear; excessive and continued scratching; redness; swelling; crusts or scabs on inside of the outer ear; hair loss around 

the ear. 
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TEETH 

Dental disease can result in bad breath, painful chewing, and tooth loss. Bacteria under the gum can travel to the 

heart, kidneys, and liver. 

While brushing your dog’s teeth, check their mouth for signs of oral decay. Bad breath is an obvious sign, but other’s 

you should look for: reddened, bleeding or swollen gums; tarter build up; drooling; inability to eat comfortably; weight loss; 

fractured, discolored or missing teeth; swollen or misshapen jawline. 

Besides brushing, you can help maintain your greyhound’s teeth by using dental food, dental treats and dental chew 

toys. 

EYES 

You can check your greyhound’s eyes by gently doing the following: Face your dog in a brightly lit area and look into his 

eyes. They should be clear and bright, and the area around the eyeball should be white. His pupils should be equal in 

size and there shouldn’t be tearing, discharge or any crust in the corners of his eyes. With your thumb, gently roll down 

your dog’s lower eyelid and look at the lining. It should be pink, not red or white. 

Signs of an Eye Problem that should result in a vet visit:  tearing; discharge;  squinting; red eye; rubbing, pawing or 

scratching the eye; cloudy eye; color changes in the eye; loss of vision, usually evident when an animal appears clumsy 

or confused in low-light conditions 

What is Pannus and are Greyhounds susceptible to this eye condition more than other dog breeds? 

Pannus is an eye condition that involves the clear outer cornea of the eye. It is typically first discovered as a sort of 

cloudiness of the cornea, possibly with tears. Over a period of a few weeks this will progress until a thin web of blood 

vessels spreads inward toward the center of the cornea. If you let pannus progress beyond this point, then your grey-

hound could be seriously impaired.  

NAILS 

How to trim your dog’s nails:  

Aim for your dog’s nails to be close to touching the ground, or just a bit higher. Always use a nail clipper designed for 

dogs. Human nail clippers don’t work well, because dogs’ nails aren’t flat like ours.  

Arrange yourself and your dog comfortably. Some dogs will sit right down in your lap for a nail trim. But you can also 

sit on the floor next to your pup during the procedure. Reassure your dog. Even if he doesn’t seem nervous, talking to 

him in a soft, calm voice will help make nail trimming more pleasant for both of you.  

Hold each paw as you work and spread the toes. Be careful to stay away from the quick, which is easier to cut into 

than you think. The quick is the end of the toe’s blood vessel, so if you cut the quick, the toe will bleed.  

Trim dewclaws. If your dog has dewclaws, which are remnants of fifth toes, you’ll need to trim those too. Look for 

them high on the inside of each foot. Not all dogs have them; in many breeds, it is common for dewclaws to be re-

moved shortly after birth.  

Have styptic powder on hand in case you do catch the quick. Baking soda, baking flour, cornstarch and sugar can also 

stop bleeding. 
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Ready, Set, Go … to the 3
rd

 Annual  

Fast Cars for Fast Hounds Car Cruise! 

Saturday, October 13, 2018 

Adopter Al Cavallo is sponsoring the 3rd Annual Fast Cars for Fast Hounds Car 
Cruise in Fairfield, NJ to Benefit GFNJ. All proceeds generated from this event will 
be donated directly to help more former racing greyhounds find homes of their own. 

What’s a Car Cruise? 

It’s a gathering of parked cars and other vehicles that 
their owners (exhibitors) want to show off and that 
spectators want to check out. At last year’s event we 
welcomed cars from Mustangs to MINIs to Ferraris.  

What’s in Store for This Event? 

• Gift bags with goodies for all exhibitors 

• Basket auction with lots of prizes 

• Food (for a donation) 

• 50/50 

• Photos with Autumn and Halloween backgrounds 

Bring a blanket for your greyhound, a chair for you. 
Catch up with old and new friends and share the 
greyhound story with exhibitors new to greyhounds. 

We Want to See Your Ride! 

You can exhibit your bike, truck, etc., new or classic––all are welcome to exhibit. 

 

Date: Saturday, October 13 

Time: 11a–3p 

Place: 79 Two Bridges Road, Fairfiled, NJ (Right off of Routes 80 and 46)  

 

Admission: FREE for Spectators 

Exhibitor Fee: $10 (Pay at the event or pre-pay by PayPal to Al Cavallo at ACavallo@optonline.net 

Scenes form the 2017 event. 

mailto:ACavallo@optonline.net
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Greyhounds are encouraged to show off their awesomeness at 
our booth, but please note that they and other dogs cannot 
stroll around the fair. However, we can pup-sit for short peri-
ods of time if you’d like to peruse other vendors and/or get a 
bite to eat.  

 

Our success depends on the number of greyhounds and vol-
unteers that come to our tent. Whether you can stay with us 
for an hour or for the duration, all are welcome! 

Date: Sunday, October 14 

Time: 9a – 5p 

Admission: FREE (sans most parking options) 

GPS:  

• Satellite parking lot – Warwick Valley Mid-
dle School, 225 West St., Warwick, 
NY (Parking $5 with free shuttle to/from  
Applefest) 

• Satellite parking lot – Veterans Memorial 
Park, 60 Forester Ave., Warwick, NY 
(Parking $10 with free shuttle to/from      
Applefest) 

• Festival area – 2 Bank St., Warwick, NY 
10990    

GFNJ Applefest Tent Info:   
Reach out to Nancy Bowden at 
greygirl2008@gmail.com 

Applefest Info:  
WarwickApplefest.com 

  

Apple fest is an enormous fair with entertainment, 
food (including plenty of apples), crafts, and close to 
30,000 visitors. 2018 marks GFNJ’s 16th year with a 
tent at this spectacular event. Many adoptions have  

been sparked by our presence at Applefest. In fact, many folks tell us that seeing the 
greyhounds is one of the main reasons they visit Applefest! 

Scenes from Applefest, 2017. 

mailto:greygirl2008@gmail.com
http://www.warwickapplefest.com/


Find Your Boo! 

Sunday, October 21, 2018 

Join GFNJ at an event  
created just for us by 
Voorhees Veterinary  
Center!   

Bring your greyhound to 
this family festival. Plan 
on staying for a short 
while or for the duration 
to show off your grey-
hound to prospective 
adopters. All are          
welcome! 
 

Voorhees Veterinary  
Center 

1120 White Horse Road 

Voorhees, NJ 08043 

 

Date: Sunday,           
October 21 

Admission: FREEt 
 

• Music 

• Prizes and gifts 

• Kids games 

• Snacks 

• Tours of the Center 

• Dog training tips 
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You’re Invited to a Halloween Bash! 

Infinifest, Staring Infinitus Mortus      

Saturday, October 27, 2018 

Who is Infnitus Mortus?                                                                                  
Infinitus Mortus is a symphonic metal band. Fans and those new to the band can look for-
ward to hearing tracks from the latest album, favorites from the first album, and well-known 
covers by bands of the same genre. 

Can I hear some music now?                         
Of course! Check out Infinitus Mortus’ music at 
InfinitusMortus.com 

What will the event be like?                                                                               
Fun!  At this event:                                                                                                               
Dance or just listen to recorded music between sets                                                          
Come in costume, but only if you’d like (it is a Halloween bash, after all)                               
Bring kids (but give them protective ear plugs)                                                             
Snacks 

Reserve Your Spot &                 
Get on the List! 

Tickets will not be sold at the door, so 
reserve your spot––the venue is selling 
quickly!  The band will have a guest list 
at the door. Contact Al Cavallo at        
acavallo@optlonine.com to reserve your 
spot and pre-pay for your reservation 
($10 per person). Proceeds will be donat-
ed to GFNJ. 

Did Someone Say Greyhounds? 

Yes! There will be greyhounds in the lobby––not inside the stage area. The lobby grey-
hounds will be there to meet and greet, showing themselves off to prospective adopters. 
Space for greyhounds is limited; if you’d like to bring your greyhound, please contact Al 
Cavallo at acavallo@optonline.net 

 

Open to: All ages, including those under 18                                                                                           
Date: Saturday, October 27                                                                                                         
Time: 7p – 11p                                                                                                                             
Admission: $10                                                                                                                             
Place: Rahway Post 5 American Legion,  
581 Maple Avenue, Rahway, NJ 07065 

Remember: No tickets will be 
sold at the door. To get on the 
guest list and pay in advance, 
contact Al Cavallo at acaval-
lo@optonline.net. 
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Website: greyhoundadoptionexpo.com 

Facebook: 2018 Greyhound Adoption Expo & Puppy Farm Tour 

https://greyhoundadoptionexpo.com/
https://www.facebook.com/2018-Greyhound-Adoption-Expo-Puppy-Farm-Tour-443417235997035/
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So What Is “The Linda Loop”? 

 

 

GFNJ President Linda Lyman recommends that all greyhound adopters hold their 

dog’s leash in a way that we call “The Linda Loop”.  The result is where the leash is 

wrapped around your wrist and held so that it is more difficult for the leash to slip 

off your hand if your dog pulls. All new adopters are shown how to hold the leash 

this way. The Linda Loop has saved many greys from getting away from their own-

ers—if you are not familiar with it, please  go to the GFNJ website (gfnj.org), click 

on YouTube Videos and watch the video where adopter Jacqueline Howard and 

her foster boy Spiderman demonstrate how to do the Linda Loop. 
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Don’t Forget to Renew Your Annual Membership! 
 

Greyhound Friends of NJ member dues go towards the care of 
the greyhounds. 

The Membership Form can be found on the GFNJ website 
(gfnj.org) 

 

http://www.greyhoundfriendsnj.org/
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FOR ALL FOOD BROUGHT TO THE PICNIC 

 PLEASE label any food that is gluten free, vegan or contains nuts! 

Also, if you bring sandwiches, please indicate what is inside! 

GFNJ has some wonderful dogs 

looking for homes—some are in 

foster care, others in the Prison 

Foster Program. Some have medi-

cal needs, some need to live with 

another dog due to separation 

anxiety, some are more high ener-

gy. All are loving dogs looking for 

their “special family”.  For more  

info, go to the GFNJ website, 

gfnj.org 

BLITZ 

ACE 

ROTINI 

ED WIN 

GFNJ DOGS LOOKING FOR “FOREVER 

BIG GUY 

HAVEN 

AVIANO 

http://www.greyhoundfriendsnj.org/

